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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CÁRDENAS). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
November 16, 2021. 

I hereby appoint the honorable TONY 
CÁRDENAS to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2021, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 
11:50 a.m. 

f 

REAL 21ST CENTURY GROWTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday, November 15, at about 3 o’clock 
in the afternoon, President Biden 
signed into law the bipartisan infra-
structure bill, which, for a lot of us 
who have been serving around here, 
was an incredibly gratifying and im-
portant moment in terms of really fi-
nally getting this country ahead of the 
curve in terms of critical investments 
for infrastructure. 

Last Wednesday night, I held a tele-
phone townhall on the infrastructure 
bill because the House had passed the 
measure on November 5. We had 7,000 
people on the call who were either on 
the phone or streaming in. Lots of 
questions, lots of excitement. Con-
necticut is obviously a State that has 
been settled really since the origins of 
our Nation and has some of the oldest 
infrastructure in the country. 

Mr. Speaker, I would note, however, 
that some of the questions that came 
in said, Well, only 10 percent of the bill 
is for hard infrastructure, for surface 
transportation. What’s up with that? 

And I was joined by Don Shubert, 
who is the executive director of the 
Connecticut Construction Industries 
Association, who was quick to jump 
into the call and point out the fact 
that if you step back and look at this 
bill, it is a continuation of the last in-
frastructure bill which passed in 2015, 
the FAST Act, which passed on a bipar-
tisan basis and was signed into law by 
President Obama, and was extended 
twice by President Trump. 

Again, that baseline was kind of 
keeping the lights on for infrastruc-
ture. It was not, however, getting us 
ahead of the curve in terms of the 
changes that are happening in other 
countries around the world. And with 
the new money that was included in 
the bipartisan infrastructure bill, we 
are seeing a huge increase, both in 
roads and bridges, but also in rail, also 
in the electric grid, also in broadband, 
which is now critical for any economic 
development for small communities to 
be able to tell companies and busi-
nesses that they have high speed inter-
net. 

So what does that mean in terms of 
the State of Connecticut? It means 
that the roads and the bridges—which 
again is a big focus—got a 32 percent 
increase in terms of the State’s allot-
ment, which will flow through the 
State’s Department of Transportation. 

Some of the old bridges in our 
State—again, the largest vehicle bridge 
is the Gold Star Bridge, which is part 
of the I–95 corridor, has been getting a 
pounding since it was built in 1943. The 
northbound lane right now, quite 
frankly, is so compromised that large 
trucks are basically not given permits 
to travel across that bridge. Again, it 
is part of the Interstate Highway Sys-
tem. It is a $250 million job. 

This bill will make sure that that 
funding is there. It is a project labor 
agreement, so it is going to be union 
labor and apprenticeship programs in-
corporated into the work that is there. 

Again, there are countless other 
small bridges, medium-size bridges in 
the district. There is a swing bridge 
over the Connecticut River in East 
Haddam, Connecticut, that was built 
108 years ago that breaks down, inter-
feres with boat traffic going up and 
down the Connecticut River, that now 
has got full funding and is slated for re-
pairs. 

Also, in terms of the rail piece, which 
is separate from roads and bridges, $66 
billion, a big investment in the North-
east Corridor. Across the Connecticut 
River, there is the Old Saybrook 
Bridge, which is 114 years old. Anyone 
who sails underneath it and sees, 
again, how fragile the supports are for 
that bridge, it is screaming out for re-
pairs. That project now will be fully 
funded as a result of this legislation. 

The Coast Guard Academy, which is 
in New London, Connecticut, is going 
to get $53 million to repair the bar-
racks and the dormitories. Again, any-
one looking at the age of those build-
ings, which some of our future leaders 
for the Coast Guard are going to school 
there, is getting a long overdue up-
grade. As well as a city pier in New 
London where the USS Eagle—which is 
the proud sort of flagship of the U.S. 
Coast Guard—will now be able to tie up 
to modern infrastructure that is there. 
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